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‭Newsletter‬

‭18th March 2025‬

‭Upcoming Events‬
‭Dates & Reminders‬

‭March 21: Cultural Day‬
‭March 28: Awa / River trips‬

‭April 1-2: Learning‬
‭Conferences (1pm finish on‬

‭April 1st).‬

‭Contacts Phone: 06 377 4850, Cell: 022 105 3218 Email:‬‭office@solway.school.nz‬
‭Principal: Principal:‬‭principal@solway.school.nz‬‭Web:‬‭www.solway.school.nz‬‭Term 1 Week‬‭7‬

‭Tēnā koutou, Talofa lava, Malo e Lelei, Namaste, Kia Orana, Bula‬
‭Tēnā koutou katoa, ngā mihi ki te whānau ō te kura ō Solway `‬
‭Ma te Atua koe e manaaki me to whanau i tenei Arangi‬

‭Swimming :‬‭End of the Season. Our new solar cover has certainly lifted the water temperature by a couple of‬
‭degrees but as is tradition, Boat day signals the end of the swimming season. Some seniors will be given the‬
‭option of continuing for a few more days if the weather cooperates but for most students swimming has now‬
‭ended until late November.‬
‭SOLWAY CULTURAL DAY -‬ ‭This Friday we are asking all‬‭students to come in an outfit associated with a‬
‭culture. This may be their own traditional outfit, sporting attire of a particular nation or Kiwiana associated with‬
‭New Zealand. The Rangitumau students will be having a shared lunch and the Tararua team are asked to‬
‭bring particular ingredients for Tacos. A school parade will be held at 9:15am on the courts, whanau are‬
‭welcome to join us. It should be over by 9:30am‬
‭Morning drop off times :‬‭At Solway, we understand that mornings can be busy, and we want to support our‬
‭families by allowing children to be dropped off at school from‬‭8:00 am onwards‬‭. Unlike some schools that‬
‭keep their gates closed until just before the bell, we welcome students onto the school grounds early.‬
‭However,‬‭please note that teachers are not responsible for supervision until 8:55 am‬‭, when the school‬
‭day officially begins. While students are welcome to be on-site before this time, they‬‭will not be actively‬
‭supervised‬‭. We encourage families to consider this when deciding on drop-off times, especially for younger‬
‭children. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in helping us create a safe and supportive‬
‭environment for all students. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the school office.‬



‭Out of Zone Ballot‬‭Solway School is pleased to be able to offer a limited number of Out of Zone‬
‭enrolments in 2025. If you have friends or family with 4 year olds then spread the word. We have just 15‬
‭places for new entrants students who turn five in 2025 or term one of 2026. Applications are available‬
‭from the school office.‬

‭LEARNING CONFERENCES:‬‭April 1 & 2nd, 1pm early finish on Tuesday April 1st‬‭. We have Learning‬
‭Conferences on Tuesday April 1 from 1:20pm to 5:30pm & Wednesday April 2nd from 3:20pm to 5pm.‬
‭School will finish early at 1pm on Tuesday, emergency supervision will be provided until 3pm for those‬
‭with no alternatives. The buses will run at 3pm or later as per usual.‬

‭FIREWOOD RAFFLE :‬‭Time to stock up for winter. $2 per ticket for‬‭over 2 cubic meters of pine donated‬
‭by Richard Southey. More forms are available at the office. Proceeds going to Year 6 camp, thank you for‬
‭your support.‬

‭Huge thanks to the‬‭National Corvette Club‬‭, the Koha to Saturday mornings show raised $477.70 for Solway‬
‭Primary Lego. Funds are still to come from a charity Auction and Raffle. We really appreciated all who‬
‭attended and the organisers Brian and Jane for including our school.‬

‭Ngā mihi‬‭Mark Bridges (Principal)‬

‭Local River Trip‬
‭On‬‭Friday 28th March‬‭the whole school will‬‭visit their local ‘house group’ awa (river).‬

‭Each house group will go to their house river, with staff and explore the river for the morning.‬
‭The cost of this trip to cover the buses is‬‭$5 per‬‭child‬‭.‬

‭Please send along‬‭$5‬‭to the school office as soon‬‭as possible.‬
‭Children can wear sensible walking shoes and clothes that are their house colours on that‬

‭day.  Your child’s teacher can let you know the house group your child is in if they are unsure.‬
‭We will be learning the pūrākau (stories) of these rivers.‬

‭Any questions please email‬‭hannah@solway.school.nz‬
‭Waipoua River - blue‬
‭Waiawangawanga River - Red‬
‭Ruamahanga River - Yellow‬
‭Waiohine River - Green‬

mailto:hannah@solway.school.nz


‭Lost Property‬
‭Size 16 sweatshirt, named, G Yaxley.‬

‭Movin’ March‬
‭This started last week. Come to school‬
‭by walking, riding, scootering or by‬
‭school bus.  Fill in the passport (at‬
‭school) for each trip and go in the draw‬
‭for prizes‬

‭Solway School 2025 Dates‬

‭Term 1‬‭February 3rd to April 11th‬
‭Waitangi Day Feb 6‬‭th‬

‭Term 2‬‭April 28th to June 27th‬
‭King’s Birthday June 2nd, Combined schools teacher only day June 3rd, Matariki June‬
‭20th‬

‭Term 3‬‭July 14th to September 19th‬

‭Term 4‬‭October 6th to December 16th‬
‭Teacher only day October 24th, Labour day October 27th‬

‭Girls Smash Cricket Festival‬
‭This has been changed.‬‭It is now being played at Solway‬‭on the 25th March. This is‬
‭because it was the first 20 teams to enter. We have 5 teams and couldn’t enter them all. I‬
‭talked with Melissa Hansen, who I used to teach at Wairarapa College, and she has agreed‬
‭to set up the same thing at Solway for our 5 teams. They will still get the tee-shirt and the‬
‭same experience, but without the bus trip. The downside is that they won’t get to play‬
‭against people from other schools.‬
‭Mr Veale will organise teams shortly.‬

‭Out of Zone Enrolments‬
‭Solway School is pleased to be able to offer a limited number of Out of Zone enrolments in 2025.‬

‭We have just 15 places for new entrants students who turn five in 2025 or term one of 2026.‬
‭Applications are available from the school office,‬‭office@solway.school.nz‬‭.‬

‭These must be received by 4pm Thursday March 27th.‬
‭Ballot Day if required is Monday March 31st‬‭.‬



‭Masterton Swimming Sports‬

‭Absent: Felix Reynolds and Luka Lissington‬

‭Issy Hopman:‬‭Backstroke and Freestyle‬
‭Mila Duckett:‬‭Backstroke and Freestyle‬
‭Luka Lissington:‬‭Freestyle‬
‭Annie le Roux‬‭: Backstroke‬
‭Saskia Hopman:‬‭Freestyle‬
‭Felix Reynolds:‬‭Backstroke and‬
‭Breaststroke‬

‭Renley Rhienhardt:‬‭Freestyle‬
‭Grayson Vollebregt:‬‭Backstroke and Freestyle‬
‭Manaaki Harwood:‬‭Backstroke‬
‭Liam Ryan:‬‭Backstroke‬
‭Luke Hamblyn:‬‭Backstroke‬
‭Fox Grant:‬‭Freestyle‬
‭Malakai Soromon:‬‭Backstroke and Freestyle‬

‭Pita-Pit Lunches‬
‭Good news for our Solway children returning and new families to Solway, Pita Pit lunches are‬
‭up and running on Friday’s each week.‬
‭For our new families: It’s simple; all you need to do is register at www.lunchonline.co.nz‬
‭1 Register an account‬
‭2 Add member/s using your child’s name & classroom‬
‭3 Make a payment so you have funds in your account before ordering‬
‭4 Select your lunch and place an order‬
‭Orders can be placed right up until 8.30 on the day the lunches are available. Any‬
‭problems/queries with set-up please see Selina in the office. We have found the lunches‬
‭healthy & enjoyed by the children with quite a few options available.‬
‭IMPORTANT: Can families with existing accounts for children, please make sure you update‬
‭the classroom for your child/ren if applicable as it saves many tears on a Friday!!‬



‭Rangitumau Team - Cultural day celebrations‬

‭Tararua Team - Cultural day celebrations‬



‭Masterton GirlGuiding, Brownies, currently has space to take more girls aged‬‭7-9.5 yrs‬‭keen to join‬
‭in on the fun that GirlGuiding NZ has to offer.‬

‭We offer a non-competitive learning environment that is open-minded and values-based. It’s a‬
‭supportive place to grow confident, adventurous girls who are ready to be tomorrow’s leaders. We‬
‭offer a programme where the girls themselves have a say in the activities they get to participate in‬
‭and offer experiences like camps, crafts, and real-life experiences, rewarding them with badges as‬

‭they learn new skills.‬
‭To register your interest and find out more about our rewarding programme, complete the form‬
‭found here:‬‭Register Your Interest - GirlGuiding New Zealand - You be‬‭the Guide!‬

‭Raffle forms sent home Monday 24th February.‬

‭More forms are available at the office.‬

‭Thank you for your support!‬



‭STAR OF THE WEEK‬

‭Pōhutukawa:‬‭Ngatokorua! Your kindness, caring nature, and willingness to help and‬
‭welcome others truly shine. Keep being the amazing friend that you are!‬

‭Kānuka:‬ ‭Thomas, you show Pono in everything you do. You always include everyone in‬
‭games, show integrity in your actions, and are honest and true to yourself. Keep up the‬
‭amazing work. Ka rawe.‬

‭Rimu:‬‭Sophia Deo! You are always working hard to do your best and do the right thing.‬
‭You are a great role model in Rimu showing Manaakitanga!‬

‭Harakeke:‬‭Louie, you always try your best at school. You show Manaakitanga by being‬
‭responsible in the playground and in the classroom. You love learning!‬

‭Tītoki:‬‭Louie Steinemann for being an enthusiastic and inquisitive learner. Louie is always‬
‭keen to learn more; during class discussions he carefully considers what has been said‬
‭and then asks interesting questions about the topic. Ka mau te wehi, Louie!‬

‭Kōwhai:‬‭Jackson has been very focused during our writing session. He can recall so‬
‭many facts about China. Tino pai - keep up the awesome work Jackson!‬

‭Tōtara:‬‭Rio - for showing Manawanui with Boat Day, as you worked with Harakeke and‬
‭pulled off all we needed to manage, with a good deal of tolerance and patience.‬

‭Matai:‬‭Evie has shown Manawanui recently. She took a while to settle into Matai, but she‬
‭is thriving now. Evie is learning quickly, taking on challenges, and enjoying herself. I’m‬
‭proud of the improvements that Evie has made. Awesome effort Evie and whanau.‬

‭Mānuka:‬‭Paisley - for demonstrating Manaakitanga:‬‭being an awesome buddy on Boat‬
‭Day with our Rimu buddies.‬

‭Rata:‬‭Hunter - for showing Manawanui in his writing‬‭this week, using an awesome hook‬
‭and amazing vocabulary in your writing.‬








